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matter of daily observation, but in minor ways he set himself to
wear down a tradition which he disliked. Thus in the eighties
he opened one of the first breaches in Sabbatarianism by giving
Sunday evening dinner-parties at Marlborough House. Later
he sponsored and perhaps invented the 'week-end'. In the
twentieth century this institution is so familiar that few realize
its late appearance in the nineteenth. It was scarcely possible
while Sunday was religiously observed. Many of the prince's
innovations were far from welcome to the queen; but her method
of allotting the royal duties, which was to devolve all the social side
upon him while closely retaining all the political side for herself,
rendered him, and not her, the leader and exemplar of London.
A culminating phase in the Victorian cult of the Bible was the
making of the Revised Version, which falls exactly within this
period. Though initiated by the anglican church, it was a
national enterprise. In 1870 the convocation of the province
of Canterbury passed a plan and appointed a revision committee,
which in turn appointed two 'companies' of revisers, for the Old
and New Testaments respectively. But the co-operation of the
other Christian bodies was then sought, and none excepting the
Roman catholic church declined it. Further a revision committee
on parallel lines was set up in the United States, so that the whole
English-speaking world was brought in. The revision of the New
Testament took ten years; that of the Old Testament, fourteen;
and the complete Bible in the new version was on sale in 1885.
It is disappointing to record that in spite—or perhaps because
—of all this many-sided effort the new version was not a success
in the sense of obtaining wide acceptance. To some extent it
fell between two stools. Its extreme conservatism did not save
it from offending lovers of the familiar text; while its novelties
were much too pinched for those who wanted a translation up to
modern standards.
The abolition of the newspaper tax in 1855, preceded in 1853
by that of the tax on advertisements and followed in 1861 by that
of the duty on paper, had charted a course for the British press
from which it did not deviate during these sixteen years. The
leading type was the penny morning paper. It was exemplified in
1870 by the whole of a very flourishing provincial daily press and
English history' (as his private secretary put it) 'the heir-apparent came forward
to claim his right to the throne unencumbered by a penny of debt%

